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different rooms for three nights, during which time they should
not eat anything salt or acid. Of course, if the bride is very'
young, she will not go to live in the hou.se of her mother-in-
law for some time; but even if older, they should not begin
their married life together, the Scriptures say, for a year, or, if
this is not possible, for twelve nights, or for six, or, at least>
for three,
As we saw, the wife is called the half of her husband's body,
It is interesting to notice that the left side of a married man is
supposed to be a form of his wife. A wife can nit on her
husband's left knee, but never on his right, A daughter or
daughter-in-law can never sit on his left.1
At the end of all the feasting on the fifth day the bride's
father calls all the relatives of the bridegroom and gives every
one a present, usually turbans to the men and saris to the
ladies; whilst to the bridegroom he gives a complete and
very handsome new suit: loin-cloth, gold-edged turban,2
silk shirt, silk coat, shoes, and even watch, chain, and gold
ring.
The groom was reckoned a king from the time he bathed
and washed away his divinity; now he is dressed like one*
Meanwhile the bride puts oix her best dress and is sent with
her husband in a procession to visit the temples and offer
coco-nuts and small silver coins to the gods. With some
Brahmans (not Nugara for instance) this going to the temples is
followed by the departure of the wife on a visit to her
husband's house.'* If the visit is to be paid now, when the
* In the Mahfibharata, for instance, King Pmtlpu was performing
penances in the forest by the side of the rim* Oungtm, when thai river
herself came and sat on his right knee in the moat forward manner and
asked him to marry her. Me told her that she could be his daughter or
become his daughter-in-law, but us she had But on his right knee (mstead
of his left), she could never be his wife j so without more ado she just
married his son,
8 If the bride's father is a poor man, he only gives a turban and not
a whole suit*
8 In any case she would not go to her husband's house now to stay for
more than a month* She would then return for six months to her own
home before the final departure*